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Citroen takes few chances with C6
French carmaker
focuses on quality,
sets low sales goal

PARIS – Citroen has taken numer-
ous steps to ensure that the launch
of its first new large-segment car in
the 21st century is a success.  

The steps include:
● Setting conservative sales targets
● Improving the manufacturing pro-
cess at the car’s production plant

● Designing the car to attain top
safety scores in a influential test.

The C6 is Citroen’s first large-seg-
ment car since the 11-year produc-
tion run of the XM ended in July 2000. 

Citroen is keeping the C6’s volume
goal low to avoid the sort of disap-
pointment that other French brands
have had with their up-market cars.

Citroen’s sister brand Peugeot
never came close to reaching its ini-
tial goal of selling 40,000 units a year
of the 607. Renault’s Vel Satis also
missed its 50,000-unit-a-year target.

Attention to detail
Citroen plans to sell 20,000 C6s a

year, a conservative number consid-
ering that the French carmaker
estimates the European market for
high-end sedans is at 450,000 units
annually.

Citroen’s aim for the C6 is zero
defects, even if it means producing
fewer units.

The C6’s assembly line at
PSA/Peugeot-Citroen’s plant in
Rennes, western France, purposely
moves slowly. 

“It takes between 50 and 60 hours
to build a C6, compared with perhaps
20 for a C4 [Citroen’s lower-medium
car],” says Stephane Riaud, project
head for the C6 launch at Rennes. 

Ten of the hours used to build the
C6 are spent on quality checks.
Workers who make the C6 have
gone through a special training
called “the art of detail.” 

High grades
One reason for the extra effort on

quality is that the 2001 launch of the
Citroen C5 upper-medium car was
marred by electronics glitches.

Along with making sure the elec-

tronics work properly, Citroen has
built the C6 to earn top marks for
occupant and pedestrian safety from
EuroNCAP, an independent research
group funded by several govern-
ments and motoring associations.

Safety first
The C6 is the world’s first sedan

to secure the four stars for pedes-
trian safety, the top score given.

It earned the top score because of
its pop-up hood, which springs open
during a front-end collision. The
aim is to create more impact-
absorbing crush space between the
hood and the engine so that the per-
son’s chance of injuries is reduced. 

The Jaguar XK will have a pop-up

hood when it debuts in Europe this
year, so will the Honda Legend.

Citroen sister brand Peugeot
introduced its 607 large car in 2000,
the year Citroen stopped production
of the XM. The 607’s best sales year
was 33,600 units in 2001. Last year
Peugeot sold 17,057 607s. 

Renault did even worse. It sold
8,559 units of the Vel Satis.

French carmakers say that they
struggle to sell high-end sedans
such as the 607 and Vel Satis
because people interested in such
cars usually will choose a BMW,
Mercedes-Benz or Audi instead or
they will purchase a premium SUV
from the German manufacturers or
Sweden’s Volvo.  ANE

One of the C6’s most talked about characteristics is its 
distinctive backside.

Key facts
Name: Citroen C6
Code-name: X6
Launch: February 2006
Platform: Platform 3 (PF3) for large
cars, which it shares with the Citroen
C5 sedan and station wagon and the
Peugeot 407 sedan, station wagon and
coupe
Segment: Large
Main competitors: Audi A6, 
BMW 5 series, Mercedes E class 
Price: E41,900 to E54,600 
Plant: Rennes, France
Investment: E600 million (E280 million
for development and E320 for tooling)
Development time: 4 years
Production capacity: 20 vehicles per
hour; 20,000 a year
CO2 emissions: 230g/km for the 
2.7-liter V-6 diesel; 266g/km for the
3.0-liter V-6 gasoline 
EuroNCAP: 5 stars for occupants; 4 stars
for pedestrians (both are top scores)

Suppliers to the new Citroen C6

AIR FILTER FOR V-6 ENGINES:
MECAPLAST GROUP

V-6 DIESEL ENGINE BLOCK:
TUPY, SINTERCAST

PERMAGLIDE BEARINGS:
KOLBENSCHMIDT PIERBURG

ENGINE COVERS:
MANN + HUMMEL

VEHICLE STABILITY
CONTROL:
TRW

DAMPING MATERIAL 
FOR HOOD COVER:
DOW

BATTERIES:
VARTA

REAR BUMPER BEAM:
PEGUFORM

HEAT SHIELDS:
TREVES/LYDALL

FUEL RAIL FOR V-6 GASOLINE ENGINE:
MGI COUTIER

A/C COMPRESSOR:
SANDEN

AUTO-DIMMING MIRRORS:
GENTEX

BUMPER FASCIAS:
FAURECIA

PARKING ASSIST:
BOSCH

INFRARED LANE 
DEPARTURE WARNING:
VALEO

REAR WINDOW:
AGC AUTOMOTIVE

EUROPE

HYDROPNEUMATIC 
SUSPENSION SEALS:
BUSAK + SHAMBAN

FUEL DELIVERY MODULES:
TI AUTOMOTIVE

TELEMATIC 
SYSTEM:

MAGNETI MARELLI

FRONT BRAKE PADS:
HONEYWELL FRICTION

MATERIALS

HVAC WIRING:
ALCOA AFL

COMPLETE SEATS:
LEAR

FRONT LIGHTS:
MAGNETI MARELLI
AUTOMOTIVE LIGHTING

DIESEL EXHAUST SYSTEM:
EBERSPÄCHER

HYDROPNEUMATIC
SHOCK ABSORBERS:

KAYABA

FLUID
CONNECTORS:

A. RAYMOND

ROCKER PANEL:
DECOMA

BRAKE FLUID ASSEMBLY:
GEIGER TECHNIK

ENGINE OIL COOLER 
FOR V-6 ENGINE:
MODINE

GLOW PLUG:
BERU

6-SPEED AUTOMATIC
TRANSMISSION:
AISIN AW

FRONT SUBFRAME EXTENSION:
VALLOUREC

Japanese suspension specialist Kayaba delivers hydropneumatic shock
absorbers to the new Citroen C6. The shocks, which use compressed
air as well as hydraulic fluid, offer features usually found on premium
models such as adjustable ride height and automatic leveling. The
French carmaker chose the shocks in order to provide a high level of
ride and handling comfort in its top-of-line model. The Citroen C5 also

has hydropneumatic shocks. The French carmaker has been using
pneumatic suspension technology in its cars since the 1960s. The C6’s
other premium features include lane departure warning from Valeo and
an air conditioning system from Visteon that offers individual climate
controls for rear-seat passengers. One of the engines offered in the C6
is the 2.7-liter V-6 diesel that comes from PSA’s joint venture with Ford.

The C6 will be assembled at PSA/Peugeot-Citroen’s plant in Rennes,
France, alongside its platform siblings: the Citroen C5 and all variants of
the Peugeot 407. Citroen aims to sell about 20,000 units of the C6 a
year. The French carmaker is purposely keeping its sales goal low
because its sister brand Peugeot and rival Renault have struggled to
meet previous, higher targets for their luxury cars. – Alex Graham

Suppliers wanted
If you are a supplier and have 
questions or want your information
considered for our cutaway features,
contact Alex Graham at 
automotivenews@autobusiness.co.uk

SEAT HEATING:
KONGSBERG

HOOD COVER:
TURINAUTO

INTERIOR LIGHTS:
HELLA

RETRACTABLE
REAR SPOILER:

WEBASTO

EXTERIOR CHROME
PLATE TRIM:

MAIER

VARIABLE ASSIST
POWER STEERING:

KOYO

FRONT AND REAR HVAC
FOR HIGH-END VARIANTS:

VISTEON

TIPTRONIC GEAR
SHIFTER:

FICOSA

INSTRUMENT
PANEL:
FAURECIA

INSTRUMENT CLUSTER:
JOHNSON CONTROLS

CYLINDER HEADS FOR 
V-6 DIESEL ENGINE:
HYDRO ALUMINIUM

ELECTRONIC PARK
BRAKE:

KÜSTER

CHARGE AIR COOLER:
BEHR

Rennes
plant goes
on a diet

To further enhance the build qual-
ity of the cars produced at its plant
in Rennes, France, PSA/Peugeot-
Citroen is investing in its most
important asset: its people.

PSA is improving the factory’s
work environment and providing
help to those employees who
would like to lose some weight.

Ergonomics experts have ana-
lyzed the C6’s assembly line to
provide tips to help minimize
physical strain.

Another thing PSA has done to
reduce fatigue is replace a con-
crete floor with an oak floor along
the C6’s assembly line, which it
shares with the Peugeot 407
coupe. As an added benefit, the
floor creates an atmosphere of
luxury along the line. 

The plant’s 10,100 workers,
who have an average age of 43.6,
now also have access to nutri-
tionists as part of a program that
encourages weight loss through
healthy eating.

“Excess weight makes work
more tiring, hence the program,”
says Fabien Lamy, the spokesman
for platform 3, which underpins the
C6, C5 and Peugeot 407.  ANE

SYLVIANE DE SAINT-SEINE

AUTOMOTIVE NEWS EUROPE

SYLVIANE DE SAINT-SEINE

AUTOMOTIVE NEWS EUROPE

212_22prov.qxd  12/6/2005  10:29 AM  Page 22


